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suggest that this clue was not a false one. On returning from
the United States, in 1936, I again went to the Record Office.
I found that duplicates'of the land tax returns and assessed
tax returns sent to the King's Remembrancer were catalogued
in the Record Office, but that there was no mention of similar'
income-tax returns being there. I therefore began to
investigate the land tax and assessed tax returns. After some
time I found that, hidden away inside the assessed tax rolls,
there were similar rolls covering the income-tax returns.
I reported my discovery to the Record Office authorities, who
at first wouldn't believe me. As you will have noticed, in
Appendix I of my book I give a fairly full analysis of the
contents of the income-tax returns.
Perhaps the most amusing feature about the income-tax
re .urns is the way people in the early years cheerfully allow
themselves to be returned as defaulters. Even the local
General Commissioners did not blush with shame to find
themselves returned as defaulters. As, however, the income-
tax inspectors became confident and greedy, the list of
defaulters becomes similar to a modem list, and no longer does
it appear to be a means" of acquiring social popularity to appear
on the list. Perhaps the best illustration of the ordinary
dishonesty of people is shown by the extraordinary jump in the
yield when taxation at source was introduced. With taxation
at source the yield in the first year was approximately the same
as the yield in the last year before taxation at source was
introduced, with the rate only one-half of what it had previously
been!
Another thing that comes out in the returns is that a number
of people made a profitable living in acting as informers against
people making false returns. Their bait was that they got
half the double tax charged on such people. As regards the
tax officials, they were, of course, as unpopular, or more
unpopular, as the common hangman. The delight with which
the Sun reports that a tax inspector, forgetting his dignity and
slipping away after office hours with a woman of the town,
lost not only his salary but the money of the taxpayers as well,
is a good illustration of what the poor tax collector had to put
up with.
But, as you know, income-tax is not a particularly cheery
subject. At the same time, discovering these documents was
about the most exciting experience I have had in my life. The
sudden realisation that here was a complete picture of the
whole economic life and development of this country at a
critical stage of its history was positively staggering. It seems
to me, and I know Professor Clapham agrees with me, that this
completely new material provides an invitation to dozens of
research workers, and historians, interested in giving a concrete